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Registration] Act will be repealed and the immigration law amended.
That is to say, domicile certificates will be issued as they are in Durban.
We have to thank those who gave us real help* We should pass a
resolution expressing our gratitude to Mr. Polak1, Mr. Hitch2, and
Mr. Cartwright3, the editor of The [Transvaal} Leader, as also to the
others who joined the struggle.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

23.   INTERVIEW TO REUTER

JOHANNESBURG,
January 31, 1908

Mr. Gandhi interviewed said that those who proved their right to a domicile
should not only be left in the Colony unmolested, but should be given every encourage-
ment, so that instead of remaining a festering sore, they might as far as possible be assimi-
lated and form part of the future South African nation. The dominant race should
look forward to the time when the lower races should be raised higher in the scale
of civilization. Mr. Gandhi agreed with General Smuts that the system of indentured
labour in Natal should be stopped at any sacrifice.

India, 7-2-1908

1 Harry Solomon Leon Polak; assistant editor of The Transvaal Critic who joined
Indian Opinion (Vol IV, p. 326) after Gandhiji had struck up a "casual" acquaintance
with him in the Johannesburg vegetarian restaurant; "had a wonderful faculty of
translating into practice anything that appealed to his intellect"; he took to life in
Phoenix "like a duck takes to water" and "we began to live like blood brothers", says
Gandhiji who was also best man at his wedding. Became Editor, Indian Opinion in
1906 during Gandhiji Js absence in England and a full-fledged attorney in 1908 after
having served an apprenticeship with Gandhiji; was arrested after the "Great March'*
into the Transvaal in 1913; visited India and England to help African Indian cause.
Vide Autobiography, Part IV, Ch. XVIII, XXI & XXII and Satyagraha in South dfrica,
Ch. XXIII & XLV.
2L. W. Ritch; Theosophist and manager of a Johannesburg commercial firm
before he joined Gandhiji as an articled clerk; passed his Bar examination in London
(vide Vol. VI, pp. 67 & 86); Secretary, South Africa British Indian Committee (Vol,
VI, p. 228) of which he eventually became the "moving spirit". Vide Autobiography,
Part IV, Ch. IV & XIII and Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XIV & XXIIL For his
pamphlet on British Indians in South Africa, vide Vol. VII, Appendix.
3 Albert Cartwright; editor of The Transvaal Leader; was "as broad-minded as
he was able" and "always supported the Indian cause in his columns"; the "Angel
of Peace" who mediated between Transvaal Indians and Smuts in the controversy
regarding the Asiatic Registration Act Gandhiji describes him- as "deeply shocked" at
Smuts' failure to keep his promise. Vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XXI & XXV,